
 
 

QUESTIONS 

 

1 According to the poet Robert Burns, who or what is the “great chieftan of the Pudding Race” ? 

2 If someone gave you a fedora would you eat it, wear it or house-train it? 

3 
A box contains only spiders, sparrows and spiny anteaters, at least two of each. If there are 12 
heads and 40 legs in the box, how many sparrows are there? 

4 Which high-profile Russian was poisoned, then shot, then drowned in 1916? 

5 A caryatid is: (a) A flying insect  (b) A female statue  (c) A type of dance 

6 What alternative name was used by TV presenter Lisbeth Gore? 

7 
Which giant multinational car manufacturer owned the Mazda, Jaguar, Volvo and LandRover 
brands at the same time? 

8 What is the only gem of animal origin? 

9 
What two words, both starting with “C” describe a religious belief of Melanesian origin that the 
faithful will be rewarded with Western Consumer goods? 

10 Which Balkan country has the world’s longest national anthem:  Albania, Greece or Macedonia? 

11 Who was lead singer of the band Thirty Odd Foot of Grunts? 

12 In a sonnet, does line 1 usually rhyme with line 2, line 7, or line 14? 

13 
In which country was the cartoon character Astro Boy so popular that he appeared on 
banknotes? 

14 What is the entertainer Madonna’s real first name? 

SPECIAL July 2020 – PUZZLES No 27 

General Knowledge 120 Question Quiz 



15 What was the diet version of Coca Cola called before it was called Diet Coke? 

16 Which European city is served by the busy port of Piraeus?  

17 
When Captain Cook commanded the Endeavour in 1770, what was his actual rank in the Royal 
Navy; lieutenant, commander or captain? 

18 Which four-letter word means an equal, a titled person and to observe closely? 

19 Frederick Valentich became front page news in Australian newspapers in 1978. Why? 

20 Whose autobiography did Clifford Irving fake? 

21 
"Like being flogged with a warm lettuce" was said by which Australian Prime Minister about 
which then Opposition Leader? 

22 If I am born in December what is my birthstone: emerald, garnet or turquoise? 

23 The name of which dog means badger-dog in German? 

24 Is the average number of legs on a centipede closest to 50, 70 or 100? 

25 
The Oakbank Picnic Racing Carnival is held annually in April, and around 100 thousand people 
attend over two days. What state of Australia is it in? 

26 True or false: A typical lightning bolt is between 5 and 10 cm wide. 

27 In what state are all ten of the USA’s highest mountains? 

28 True or false: Mark Twain was issued with a patent for suspenders in 1871. 

29 
What name is shared by a former Australian racing driver, a former Australian national Rugby 

coach turned shock jock, and an early movie crooner? 

30 

Why was the Mitsubishi Pajero renamed the Montero in Spain? 
A. Pajero is Spanish slang for “dog poop”. 
B. Pajero is Spanish slang for “sick”. 
C. Pajero is Spanish slang for “masturbator”. 

31 What rank was Elvis Presley on discharge from the army?  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain


A. Private First Class        B. Corporal         C. Sergeant 

32 
Who Am I? I was born in Longreach Queensland in 1941 and in 2007. My real name is John 
Baslington Lyde. I am an iconic Australian guitarist of the 60s and 70s who played with the 
Purple Hearts, Wild Cherries, Billy Thorpe & the Aztecs, The Coloured Balls and Rose Tattoo 

33 
Another well-known musician is Brian May of Queen. If music can be said to be his hobby, 
what’s his day job? 

34 Which of the following does Namibia NOT export; bananas, diamonds or uranium? 

35 What sort of person has vernix? 

36 

During surgery on Caroline, dying wife to King George II, why did she suddenly start laughing? 
A. The surgeon was pioneering the use of laughing gas as an anaesthetic. 
B. A candle set the surgeon’s wig on fire. 
C. She was being tickled in the belief that it would relieve pain. 

37 Which historic figure did Geoffrey Rush portray in the film Quills? 

38 In what year did the latest manned expedition to the moon take place? 

39 
Estelle Reiner, the wife of Carl Reiner and the mother of Rob Reiner, although playing a bit part 
delivered one of the most memorable lines in movie history. What was it? 

40 From what occupation is the surname “Cooper” derived? 

41 Does the word “thorpe” as in “Scunthorpe” mean forest, hamlet or fort? 

42 How many verses does the original “God Save the Queen” have: 1, 3 or 5? 

43 What word comes next: “Rich man, poor man, beggarman ….” 

44 Was English Queen Elizabeth I’s mother an Anne, a Catherine, or an Elizabeth? 

45 In the Royal Navy, is the order to fire the guns “Engage”, “Fire”, or “Shoot?” 

46 
Through how many degrees would you turn in going from a bearing of North-East to a bearing 
of South-West? 

47 
Does the English word inchoate (in-ko-ate) mean: undeveloped, unintelligible or 
untrustworthy? 



48 Which Australian Prime Minister was known as “The Little Digger”? 

49 
In what decade did the Wham-O Toy Company of America introduce the first model plastic 

frisbee? 

50 
Which world-famous American stage performer is credited with having made the first powered 
flight in Australia? 

51 

Who Am I? 
• I was born in Albert Park in 1893.  
• I started in the VFL in 1911 with St Kilda, for whom I played 99 games. 
• In 1920 I transferred to South Melbourne. I began coaching the team in 1922 and won the 

club's Best and Fairest award in 1926. 
• I was famous for my ability to take spectacular marks despite being small, and teammates 

and fans would often encourage my marking by yelling a phrase that would become 
synonymous with football.  

• I developed my marking ability by jumping at a ball strung up in a shed at home. It was 
also claimed I could kick a football over 65 metres. 

52 Larry Fortenski was whose last husband? 

53 Apart from dogs, which other animals are trained in Europe to hunt for truffles? 

54 What sport did the Kevin Costner film “Field of Dreams” feature? 

55 Who lead the Mutiny on the Bounty? 

56 
Which of these Mash characters was in the TV series but not the original movie? Major Frank 
Burns, Corporal Max Klinger, Father Francis Mulcahy 

57 Which famous scientist’s name is an anagram of LIBERATE TENNIS? 

58 Which film director had his first success with Reservoir Dogs? 

59 
If you took a ferry trip from Copenhagen to Malmo, what country would you be leaving, and 
what country would you be going to? 

60 What colour is the dye known as woad? 

61 The word glabrous means which of the following; oily, bald or sweet-smelling? 

62 Which two ex-Footscray players tied for AFL’s Brownlow medal in 1981? 

63 For what activity was Red Adair famous? 
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64 What role did Mickey Mouse play in Walt Disney’s Fantasia? 

65 At what sport did John Bromwich represent Australia? 

66 Who wrote the play A Streetcar named Desire? 

67 Which French province was ruled by William the Conqueror? 

68 Is the word “kebab” Greek, Turkish or Arabic in origin? 

69 Which Victorian Provincial city has suburbs called Maiden Gully, White Hills and Flora Hill? 

70 What is the only US state that begins with a “D”? 

71 How does the Spanish word “Sierra” translate into English? 

72 Who played the title role in the popular TV series “Policewoman”? 

73 On what Australian TV show did Mel Gibson’s father make frequent appearances? 

74 
In a well-known children’s story, a dwarf helps a poor girl spin straw into gold. He demands her 
first born child in return, but he’ll let her off the hook if she can guess his name. Can you 
remember his name? 

75 What was Jonathan Swift’s 1726 book about a traveler? 

76 Which revolution occurred first; the American, the French or the Russian? 

77 What nationality was Audrey Hepburn? 

78 
How many summer Olympics have been hosted outside Europe and North America (as at July 
2020)? 

79 Can cats taste sugar? 

80 Who was Australia’s Deputy Prime Minister from 1996 to 1999? 

81 In the song, what did Molly Malone push through Dublin? 

82 In simplest terms, what is five eighths of two fifths? 

83 The last Australian state to grant women the vote did so in 1908. Which state? 

84 How many days does a female cat usually stay on heat; 3, 5 or 7? 

85 At which racecourse is The Cox Plate run? 

86 In what ancient capital city were the Hanging Gardens? 

87 In which country did the Bay of Pigs invasion occur? 

88 Who described the computer as “the toolbox of the 21st Century”? 



89 From what kind of fruit are prunes produced? 

90 How many keys are there on a standard piano; 75, 81 or 88? 

91 The Symbionese Liberation Army became famous for kidnapping who? 

92 
Suppose you buy 100kg of potatoes that are 99% water. After you leave them outside for a 
day they are only 98% water. What is the weight of these slightly dehydrated potatoes? 

93 Which country hosts an annual rodeo called The Calgary Stampede? 

94 Which country has easily the largest Roman Catholic population? 

95 On what day of the week was Pearl Harbour bombed?  

96 Which age came between the Stone Age and the Iron age? 

97 Which is the most common blood group in Australia?  A, B, AB or O? 

98 On which side of the road do Indonesians drive? 

99 The Grampians are named after a range of hills in which country? 

100 What latin phrase means “disgustingly repetitive” 

101 
The words painter and repaint are anagrams of each other. Give a third anagram to these two 
words. 

102 For what did Private Eddie Leonski become famous in 1942? 

103 What “J” word is Australian for a pressure-toasted sandwich? 

104 At what time of day do vespertine things happen? 

105 
Which Australian food product dramatically increased its international sales after being 
mentioned in a 1981 pop song? 

106 Which long-serving national leader has a name which is an anagram of “Docile farts”? 

107 In which patriotic song does this phrase occur? “and with the girls be handy” 

108 Seventy-six trombones led the big parade, with how many cornets right behind? 

109  Which new-age deity does a Pastafarian worship? 

110 Who is the only US president who was never elected either President or Vice President? 

111 
Is the number of jars of vegemite consumed annually by Australians closest to 10, 15 or 20 
million? 



112 
In what country was the quintessential French fashion designer Pierre Cardin actually born; 
Egypt, France or Italy? 

113 
What was a 30-year-old Columbian arrested by French Customs in 2000 found to be concealing 
in his pants? A. a ferret   B. a human head   C. a boa constrictor 

114 Which US President said “I think we agree the past is over” 

115 In surfing and skateboarding, does “goofy-foot” refer to  right foot in front or left foot in front? 

116 

Who am I?  
I was born on May 18th in the year 1048 AD.  
I am a Persian mathematician, poet and philosopher.  

I am remembered for the line A loaf of bread, a jug of wine and thou. 

117 Does a standard raw McDonalds hamburger patty weigh 36, 46 or 56 grams? 

118 In what decade did Australia’s Eureka rebellion take place?  

119 
Why were Ioan Gruffud’s testicles artificially reduced in size by CGI for the making of Fantastic 
Four? 

120 What was Che Guevara's original profession: dentist, doctor, lawyer or priest? 

 

 

(Answers begin on the next page) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANSWERS 

 

1 
According to the poet Robert Burns, or what is the “great chieftan of the 
Pudding Race?” ? 

Haggis 

2 If someone gave you a fedora would you eat it, wear it or house-train it? Wear it (It’s a hat) 

3 
A box contains only spiders, sparrows and spiny anteaters, at least two of 
each. If there are 12 heads and 40 legs in the box, how many sparrows 
are there? 

8 

4 
Which high-profile Russian was poisoned, then shot, then drowned in 
1916? 

Rasputin 

5 A caryatid is: (a) A flying insect  (b) A female statue  (c) A type of dance 
Female statue (used in 

place of pillars) 

6 What alternative name was used by TV presenter Lisbeth Gore? Elle McFeast 

7 
Which giant multinational car manufacturer owned the Mazda, Jaguar, 

Volvo and LandRover brands at the same time? 
Ford 

8 What is the only gem of animal origin? The pearl 

9 
What two words, both starting with “C” describe a religious belief of 
Melanesian origin that the faithful will be rewarded with Western 
Consumer goods? 

Cargo cult 

10 
Which Balkan country has the world’s longest national anthem:  Albania, 

Greece or Macedonia? 

Greece, with 158 

verses 

11 Who was lead singer of the band Thirty Odd Foot of Grunts? Russell Crowe 

12 In a sonnet, does line 1 usually rhyme with line 2, line 7, or line 14? Line 14 

13 
In which country was the cartoon character Astro Boy so popular that he 
appeared on banknotes? 

Japan 



14 What is the entertainer Madonna’s real first name? Madonna 

15 
What was the diet version of Coca Cola called before it was called Diet 
Coke? 

Tab 

16 Which European city is served by the busy port of Piraeus?  Athens 

17 
When Captain Cook commanded the Endeavour in 1770, what was his 
actual rank in the Royal Navy; lieutenant, commander or captain? 

Lieutenant 

18 
Which four-letter word means an equal, a titled person and to observe 

closely? 
peer 

19 
Frederick Valentich became front page news in Australian newspapers in 
1978. Why? 

Disappeared while 
flying over Bass Strait. 

20 Whose autobiography did Clifford Irving fake? Howard Hughes 

21 
"Like being flogged with a warm lettuce" was said by which Australian 
Prime Minister about which then Opposition Leader? 

Paul Keating 

22 
If I am born in December what is my birthstone: emerald, garnet or 
turquoise? 

turquoise 

23 The name of which dog means badger-dog in German? dachsund 

24 Is the average number of legs on a centipede closest to 50, 70 or 100? 70 

25 
The Oakbank Picnic Racing Carnival is held annually in April, and around 
100 thousand people attend over two days. What state of Australia is it in? 

South Australia 

26 True or false: A typical lightning bolt is between 5 and 10 cm wide. True 

27 In what state are all ten of the USA’s highest mountains? Alaska 

28 
True or false: Mark Twain was issued with a patent for suspenders in 
1871. 

true 



29 
What name is shared by a former Australian racing driver, a former 
Australian national Rugby coach turned shock jock, and an early movie 

crooner? 

Alan Jones 

30 

Why was the Mitsubishi Pajero renamed the Montero in Spain? 
D. Pajero is Spanish slang for “dog poop”. 
E. Pajero is Spanish slang for “sick”. 
F. Pajero is Spanish slang for “masturbator”. 

C. Pajero is Spanish 
slang for 

“masturbator”.  

31 
What rank was Elvis Presley on discharge from the army?  

B. Private First Class        B. Corporal         C. Sergeant 
C. Sergeant 

32 

Who Am I? I was born in Longreach Queensland in 1941 and in 2007. My 
real name is John Baslington Lyde. I am an iconic Australian guitarist of 
the 60s and 70s who played with the Purple Hearts, Wild Cherries, Billy 
Thorpe & the Aztecs, The Coloured Balls and Rose Tattoo 

Lobby Lloyd 

33 
Another well-known musician is Brian May of Queen. If music can be said 
to be his hobby, what’s his day job? 

astrophysicist 

34 
Which of the following does Namibia NOT export; bananas, diamonds or 
uranium? 

bananas 

35 What sort of person has vernix? 
New born baby’s skin 

coating 

36 

During surgery on Caroline, dying wife to King George II, why did she 
suddenly start laughing? 

D. The surgeon was pioneering the use of laughing gas as an 
anaesthetic. 

E. A candle set the surgeon’s wig on fire. 
F. She was being tickled in the belief that it would relieve pain. 

B. a candle set the 
surgeon’s wig on fire 

37 Which historic figure did Geoffrey Rush portray in the film Quills? The Marquis de Sade 

38 In what year did the latest manned expedition to the moon take place? 1972 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain


39 
Estelle Reiner, the wife of Carl Reiner and the mother of Rob Reiner, 
although playing a bit part delivered one of the most memorable lines in 

movie history. What was it? 

I’ll have what she’s 
having 

40 From what occupation is the surname “Cooper” derived? Barrel making 

41 Does the word “thorpe” as in “Scunthorpe” mean forest, hamlet or fort? hamlet 

42 How many verses does the original “God Save the Queen” have: 1, 3 or 5? 5 

43 What word comes next: “Rich man, poor man, beggarman ….” thief 

44 
Was English Queen Elizabeth I’s mother an Anne, a Catherine, or an 
Elizabeth? 

Anne (Boleyn) 

45 
In the Royal Navy, is the order to fire the guns “Engage”, “Fire”, or 
“Shoot?” 

“Shoot” 

46 
Through how many degrees would you turn in going from a bearing of 
North-East to a bearing of South-West? 

180 degrees. 

47 
Does the English word inchoate (in-ko-ate) mean: undeveloped, 

unintelligible or untrustworthy? 
undeveloped 

48 Which Australian Prime Minister was known as “The Little Digger”? Billy Hughes 

49 
In what decade did the Wham-O Toy Company of America introduce the 
first model plastic frisbee? 

1950s 

50 
Which world-famous American stage performer is credited with having 
made the first powered flight in Australia? 

Harry 
Houdini 

51 

Who Am I? 
• I was born in Albert Park in 1893.  
• I started in the VFL in 1911 with St Kilda, for whom I played 99 games. 
• In 1920 I transferred to South Melbourne. I began coaching the team 

in 1922 and won the club's Best and Fairest award in 1926. 
• I was famous for my ability to take spectacular marks despite being 

small, and teammates and fans would often encourage my marking by 
yelling a phrase that would become synonymous with football.  

Roy Cazaly 
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• I developed my marking ability by jumping at a ball strung up in a 
shed at home. It was also claimed I could kick a football over 65 

metres. 

52 Larry Fortenski was whose last husband? Elizabeth Taylor 

53 
Apart from dogs, which other animals are trained in Europe to hunt for 
truffles? 

pigs 

54 What sport did the Kevin Costner film “Field of Dreams” feature? baseball 

55 Who lead the Mutiny on the Bounty? Fletcher Christian 

56 
Which of these Mash characters was in the TV series but not the original 
movie? Major Frank Burns, Corporal Max Klinger, Father Francis Mulcahy 

Max Klinger 

57 Which famous scientist’s name is an anagram of LIBERATE TENNIS? Albert Einstein 

58 Which film director had his first success with Reservoir Dogs? Quentin Tarantino 

59 
If you took a ferry trip from Copenhagen to Malmo, what country would 
you be leaving, and what country would you be going to? 

Leaving Denmark, 
going to Sweden 

60 What colour is the dye known as woad? blue 

61 
The word glabrous means which of the following; oily, bald or sweet-
smelling? 

bald 

62 Which two ex-Footscray players tied for AFL’s Brownlow medal in 1981? 
Bernie Quinlan, Barry 

Round 

63 For what activity was Red Adair famous? Putting out oil fires 

64 What role did Mickey Mouse play in Walt Disney’s Fantasia? 
The Sorcerer’s 

Apprentice 

65 At what sport did John Bromwich represent Australia? tennis 

66 Who wrote the play A Streetcar named Desire? Tennessee Williams 

67 Which French province was ruled by William the Conqueror? Normandy 

68 Is the word “kebab” Greek, Turkish or Arabic in origin? Arabic 



69 
Which Victorian Provincial city has suburbs called Maiden Gully, White Hills 
and Flora Hill? 

Bendigo 

70 What is the only US state that begins with a “D”? Delaware 

71 How does the Spanish word “Sierra” translate into English? Mountain (range) 

72 Who played the title role in the popular TV series “Policewoman”? Angie Dickinson 

73 
On what Australian TV show did Mel Gibson’s father make frequent 
appearances? 

Pick-a-Box 

74 

In a well-known children’s story, a dwarf helps a poor girl spin straw into 

gold. He demands her first born child in return, but he’ll let her off the 
hook if she can guess his name. Can you remember his name? 

Rumpelstiltskin 

75 What was Jonathan Swift’s 1726 book about a traveler? Gulliver’s Travels 

76 Which revolution occurred first; the American, the French or the Russian? American 

77 What nationality was Audrey Hepburn? Belgian 

78 
How many summer Olympics have been hosted outside Europe and North 

America (as at July 2020)? 
5 

79 Can cats taste sugar? No 

80 Who was Australia’s Deputy Prime Minister from 1996 to 1999? Tim Fisher 

81 In the song, what did Molly Malone push through Dublin? wheelbarrow 

82 In simplest terms, what is five eighths of two fifths? One quarter 

83 
The last Australian state to grant women the vote did so in 1908. Which 

state? 
Victoria 

84 How many days does a female cat usually stay on heat; 3, 5 or 7? 5 days 

85 At which racecourse is The Cox Plate run? Moonee Valley 

86 In what ancient capital city were the Hanging Gardens? Babylon 

87 In which country did the Bay of Pigs invasion occur? Cuba 



88 Who described the computer as “the toolbox of the 21st Century”? Kevin Rudd 

89 From what kind of fruit are prunes produced? plums 

90 How many keys are there on a standard piano; 75, 81 or 88? 88 

91 The Symbionese Liberation Army became famous for kidnapping who? Patty Hearst 

92 
Suppose you buy 100kg of potatoes that are 99% water. After you leave 
them outside for a day they are only 98% water. What is the weight of 
these slightly dehydrated potatoes? 

50 kg 

93 Which country hosts an annual rodeo called The Calgary Stampede? Canada 

94 Which country has easily the largest Roman Catholic population? Brazil 

95 On what day of the week was Pearl Harbour bombed?  Sunday 

96 Which age came between the Stone Age and the Iron age? The Bronze Age 

97 Which is the most common blood group in Australia?  A, B, AB or O? 
O 49% of the 
population) 

98 On which side of the road do Indonesians drive? left 

99 The Grampians are named after a range of hills in which country? Scotland 

100 What latin phrase means “disgustingly repetitive” Ad nauseam 

101 
The words painter and repaint are anagrams of each other. Give a third 
anagram to these two words. 

pertain 

102 For what did Private Eddie Leonski become famous in 1942? 

Murder. US 
serviceman, hanged 

(by the US Army) for 
strangling three 

Melbourne women 

103 What “J” word is Australian for a pressure-toasted sandwich? Jaffle 

104 At what time of day do vespertine things happen? evening 



105 
Which Australian food product dramatically increased its international 
sales after being mentioned in a 1981 pop song? 

Vegemite 

106 
Which long-serving national leader has a name which is an anagram of 
“Docile farts”? 

Fidel Castro 

107 
In which patriotic song does this phrase occur? “and with the girls be 
handy” 

Yankee Doodle 

108 
Seventy-six trombones led the big parade, with how many cornets right 
behind? 

110 

109  Which new-age deity does a Pastafarian worship? 
The Flying Spaghetti 

Monster 

110 
Who is the only US president who was never elected either President or 
Vice President? 

Gerald Ford 

111 
Is the number of jars of vegemite consumed annually by Australians 
closest to 10, 15 or 20 million? 

20 (actually 22) 
million 

112 
In what country was the quintessential French fashion designer Pierre 
Cardin actually born; Egypt, France or Italy? 

Italy 

113 
What was a 30-year-old Columbian arrested by French Customs in 2000 
found to be concealing in his pants? A. a ferret   B. a human head   C. a 
boa constrictor 

C. boa constrictor 

114 Which US President said “I think we agree the past is over” George W Bush 

115 
In surfing and skateboarding, does “goofy-foot” refer to  right foot in front 

or left foot in front? 
Right foot in front 

116 

Who am I?  
I was born on May 18th in the year 1048 AD.  
I am a Persian mathematician, poet and philosopher.  
I am remembered for the line A loaf of bread, a jug of wine and thou. 

Omar Kayam 

117 
Does a standard raw McDonalds hamburger patty weigh 36, 46 or 56 
grams? 

46g 



118 In what decade did Australia’s Eureka rebellion take place?  1850s (1854) 

119 
Why were Ioan Gruffud’s testicles artificially reduced in size by CGI for the 
making of Fantastic Four? 

So he wouldn’t 
frighten the children 

120 
What was Che Guevara's original profession: dentist, doctor, lawyer or 
priest? 

doctor 

 


