
 

 

QUESTIONS 

1 Which European language is a blend of Hebrew and German? 

2 Mustapha Kemal was elected president of what country in 1925? 

3 What city, famous for its art galleries and bridges, is on the Arno River? 

4 Why are small canned herring referred to as sardines? 

5 Which US city is serviced by JFK and La Guardia Airports? 

6 True or false; the insect known as a glow-worm or fire- fly is actually a moth. 

7 Who won the best actress role in 1988 for “The Accused”? 

8 What did Lazslo Biro invent in 1938? 

9 

Quintuplets, Sara, Kara, Mara, Lara, and Tara all went skydiving. Sara went 

before Mara, but after Kara. Lara went first. If Tara went after Mara, in what 
order did the girls go? 

10 
If an actor moves downstage, does he or she go closer to or further away from 

the audience? 

11 
In what year was Mordecai Vanunu imprisoned for treason by Israel after he 
revealed that the country had stockpiled 200 nuclear weapons? 

12 Which three movies have won 11 Oscars each? 

13 Why was Doctor Edward Jenner particularly interested in milk-maids? 

14 
What are the lowest and highest operational Australian postcodes (as at July 
2020)? 

15 What in Australian slang, is a Noah? 

16 
How many Indiana Jones movies have been made (as at July 2020) with Harrison 

Ford in the star role? 

17 True or false; sound moves faster in water than in air 

18 Where does the word “Echo” come from? 

19 Which European capital is served by Orly Airport? 

20 
According two biblical tradition, between which two rivers was the Garden of Eden 
situated, and in which modern country would that place it? 

21 Victoria has large deposits of lignite. What is lignite? 

22 Who wrote “The History of the English-Speaking Peoples”? 

23 If someone gave you an ocarina, would you eat it, wear it or play it? 

24 Why is the Jesus Lizard so called? 

25 
Is the Earth’s moon the largest, third largest or fifth largest moon in the Solar 
System? 

26 In what year did the first passenger train to Darwin leave Adelaide? 

27 Give two alternative names for the occupation of apothecary 

28 Which two Premiers of Victoria were father and son? 

29 What is the largest country whose territory lies entirely in one single Island? 

30 Which film starred Cleavon Little and Gene Wilder as unlikely Lawmen? 

31 
Which Australian winner of seven Olympic gold medals died on 17th February 

2004? 
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32 In which continent are all of the world’s ten highest active volcanoes? 

33 Which common kitchen appliance contains a magnetron? 

34 
If you went for a walk around the block via The Strand, Yarra Street, Ferguson 

Street and Douglas Parade, in which Melbourne suburb would you be? 

35 Which product did Merrill J Fernando name after his sons Dilhan and Mahlik? 

36 

In what single year did all these events occur? Ronald Ryan is the last man 

hanged in Victoria; Israel wins the six-day war; Dr Christian Barnard performs the 
first human heart transplant; Che Guevera is killed in Bolivia 

37 What ingredient is required to turn a basic omelette into a Spanish omelette? 

38 
How many possible opening moves are there for each player in a game of 

draughts or checkers? 

39 Who played Buffy in Buffy the Vampire Slayer? 

40 Who became known in the early 1990’s as “The Back-packer murderer”? 

41 
What made Agatha Christie’s “Murder on the Orient Express” so unusual as a 
crime novel? 

42 
Who became famous in TV ads for his stores in “Nort. Melbourne and Foot-iss-

cray”, and what did he sell? 

43 What kind of tradesperson uses a “last” to shape his or her product? 

44 Which are the two main elements in the Sun? 

45 In a game of scrabble, which five letters have only one tile each? 

46 
Is the Earth’s wettest place in terms of annual rainfall in India, the USA or 

Cameroons? 

47 What is the name of the military character in the game of Cluedo? 

48 In Greek mythology, what did the Medusa have on her head instead of hair? 

49 
Your blood group can be described by some combination of the letters A, B or O 
with either a positive or a negative sign, e.g. A positive, B negative. What is the 

most common blood group in Australia? 

50 In which suburb of Melbourne is the Red Cross Blood Bank? 

51 What is Indiana Jones’ pet hate? 

52 Which common animal about the house has the Scientific name “Mus musculus”? 

53 In the Wizard of Oz, in what state of the USA do Dorothy and her relatives live? 

54 
“Aqua vita”, translated “water of life” was the name used in mediaeval texts for 
what substance? 

55 How many panels are there in a soccer ball?     (a) 25     (b) 32     (c) 36 

56 
What is the longest English word that does not contain any of the five vowels?  

Hint: it is a seven-letter word. 

57 

Who am I? I was born on the 28th March 1942, in Cheltenham England. My real 

name is Lewis B Hopkin. I was a founder member of a legendary five-piece rock 
band in the early 60’s until drug use lead to my expulsion from the band and 

early death by drowning.  

58 In which country does the Rhine river reach the sea? 

59 
Jack Lemon starred in Some Like It Hot, The Apartment, Irma La Douce and four 
other movies, all of which had which director? 

60 
If a ten-pin bowler plays a perfect 300 game, how many times does he or she 

actually release the ball? 



61 What kind of animal is a dik-dik? 

62 Why did the American Civil war produce an estimated 100,000 drug addicts?  

63 What is the name of the river sacred to Hindus? 

64 Mace is derived from the same plant as which other spice? 

65 What term is used for a racehorse which has not yet won a race? 

66 If you suffered from narcolepsy, what would you do a lot? 

67 In which game, normally played indoors would you use a squidger? 

68 
In what year did commercial radio broadcasting begin in Australia? 
 (a) 1923         (b) 1925           (c) 1927 

69 
Which writer based the poem The Ballad of Reading Gaol on his own experiences 

as a prisoner? 

70 
People who washed clothes in Roman times were called fullers. What liquid did 
they wash the clothes in? 

71 
Winston Churchill once accused a parliamentary colleague of “terminal 

inexactitude.” What does this mean in simpler terms? 

72 On average, which planet is further from Earth; Mars or Venus? 

73 
How many wives did King Solomon have, according to the Bible: 500, 700 or 
900? 

74 With which form of mining do you associate the Klondike area of Canada? 

75 What was the full name of the 60’s pop group headed by Dave Dee? 

76 True or false; A Pope was once killed by a jealous husband 

77 
Who was the court painter who produced most of the surviving portraits of Henry 
VIII, his wives and children? 

78 
Which highly successful female Disney character was invented by Australian-born 

Pamela L Travers? 

79 In chemistry, what is required to neutralize an alkali? 

80 
In which series of Science Fiction stories do you encounter each of the following 
vehicles?   (a) The Tardis (b) The Millenium Falcon (c) Heart of Gold 

81 Caviar originates from which part of which fish species? 

82 Which organization introduced the slogan: “Where Do You Want to go today”? 

83 Which human organ is the subject of most transplant operations in Australia? 

84 What do the English words ninth, silver, month and purple have in common? 

85 Which country has the largest area of forest; Russia, Brazil or Canada? 

86 Which film director had his first success with Take the Money and Run? 

87 
The winners of the most and second-most ever Summer Olympics medals were 

both from the USSR and both competed in the same sport. Which sport? 

88 
Which actor starred in From Here to Eternity, Elmer Gantry and The 

Bird Man of Alcatraz? 

89 What three separate colours are combined in a Colour TV picture? 

90 In what year was the first office photocopier invented: 1903, 1923 or 1943? 

91 
Which western European country had a king whose reign lasted from breakfast to 
teatime of 2nd August 1830? 

92 What is another common name for Tapioca? 

93 Which Hollywood actor’s real name was Roy Scherer Junior? 

94 Which of King Henry VIII’s wives was known as “The Flanders Mare”? 



95 In what year did India and Pakistan both gain their independence from Britain? 

96 
A major early Science Fiction novel divided the human race into the gentle Eloi 

and the savage Morlocks. Name the author and the novel. 

97 Which religious sect holds meetings in Kingdom Halls? 

98 

(a) Which of golf’s the four major international tournaments is the only one to be 

played on the same course every year? 
(b) On which course is it played? 

99 

The word carapace means: 

(a) The part of a castle from which the drawbridge is lowered 
(b) The leather wrist guard that an archer wears 

©  A shield or armour to protect the back 

100 
In 1986, the first Brownlow Medal was won by a player in a non-Victorian AFL 
team. Name the team and the player. 

 

(answers begin on the next page) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANSWERS 

1 Which European language is a blend of Hebrew and German? Yiddish  

2 Mustapha Kemal was elected president of what country in 1925? Turkey  

3 What city, famous for its art galleries and bridges, is on the Arno River? Florence  

4 Why are small canned herring referred to as sardines? 
The canning process originated on 

the island of Sardinia 

5 Which US city is serviced by JFK and La Guardia Airports? New York 

6 
True or false; the insect known as a glow-worm or fire- 

fly is actually a moth. 
False; it’s actually a beetle 

7 Who won the best actress role in 1988 for “The Accused”? Jodie Foster 

8 What did Lazslo Biro invent in 1938? The Ball-point pen 

9 

Quintuplets, Sara, Kara, Mara, Lara, and Tara all went 
skydiving. Sara went before Mara, but after Kara. Lara 
went first. If Tara went after Mara, in what order did the 

girls go? 

Lara went first, then Kara, then 
Sara, then Mara, and then 

Tara. 

10 
If an actor moves downstage, does he or she go closer to or further away 
from the audience? 

Closer 

11 
In what year was Mordecai Vanunu imprisoned for treason by Israel after he 
revealed that the country had stockpiled 200 nuclear weapons? 

1986 

12 Which three movies have won 11 Oscars each? Ben Hur, Titanic, Lord of the Rings III 

13 
Why was Doctor Edward Jenner 

particularly interested in milk-maids? 

They rarely caught small-pox; they caught cow-pox 

which seemed to protect them from small-pox 

14 
What are the lowest and highest 
operational Australian postcodes (as at 
July 2020)? 

Lowest is 0200 (for the Australian National 
University) Highest is 9729 (mail addressed to 
the Gold Coast City Council) 

15 What in Australian slang, is a Noah? Shark  

16 
How many Indiana Jones movies have been made with Harrison 

Ford in the star role? 

Four (a fifth is scheduled 

for 2022) 

17 True or false; sound moves faster in water than in air True (about four times as fast) 

18 Where does the word “Echo” come from? 
A love-lorn character in Greek mythology who 

pined away until just her voice was left 

19 Which European capital is served by Orly Airport? Paris  

20 
According two biblical tradition, between which two rivers was the 
Garden of Eden situated, and in which modern country would that 
place it? 

Tigris & Euphrates, 

Iraq 

21 Victoria has large deposits of lignite. What is lignite? Brown Coal 

22 Who wrote “The History of the English-Speaking Peoples”? Winston Churchill 

23 
If someone gave you an ocarina, would you eat it, 
wear it or play it? 

Play it; it’s a sort of ceramic 
whistle with finger holes for notes 

24 Why is the Jesus Lizard so called? It can run on the surface of water 

25 
Is the Earth’s moon the largest, 3rd largest or 5th largest moon in the Solar 

System? 
Fifth  

26 In what year did the first passenger train to Darwin leave Adelaide? 2004 

27 Give an alternative name for the occupation of apothecary Pharmacist, (retail) chemist  

28 Which two Premiers of Victoria were father and son? John Cain Snr & Jnr 

29 
What is the largest country whose territory lies entirely in one single 

Island? 
Madagascar  

30 
Which film starred Cleavon Little and Gene Wilder as unlikely 
Lawmen? 

Blazing Saddles 



31 
Which Australian winner of seven Olympic gold medals died on 17th 
February 2004? 

Shirley Strickland 

32 In which continent are all of the world’s ten highest active volcanoes? South America 

33 Which common kitchen appliance contains a magnetron? Microwave oven 

34 
If you went for a walk around the block via The Strand, Yarra Street, 
Ferguson Street & Douglas Parade, in which Melbourne suburb would you 

be? 

Williamstown  

35 
Which product did Merrill J Fernando name after his sons Dilhan and 
Mahlik? 

Dilmah tea 

36 
In what single year did all these events occur? Ronald Ryan is the last man hanged 
in Victoria; Israel wins the six-day war; Dr Christian Barnard performs the first 

human heart transplant; Che Guevera is killed in Bolivia 

1967 

37 What ingredient is required to turn a basic omelette into a Spanish omelette? Onions  

38 
How many possible opening moves are there for each player in a game of 
draughts or checkers? 

Seven  

39 Who played Buffy in Buffy the Vampire Slayer? Sarah-Michelle Gellar 

40 Who became known in the early 1990’s as “The Back-packer murderer”? Ivan Milat 

41 
What made Agatha Christie’s “Murder on the Orient 
Express” so unusual as a crime novel? 

 There were twelve suspects for 
the murder – they ALL did it 

42 
Who became famous in TV ads for his stores in “Nort Melbourne and 
Foot-iss-cray”, and what did he sell? 

Franco Cozzo; 
Furniture 

43 What kind of tradesperson uses a “last” to shape his or her product? 
Cobbler / 

shoemaker 

44 Which are the two main elements in the Sun? Hydrogen & helium 

45 In a game of scrabble, which five letters have only one tile each? J,K,Q,X,Z 

46 
Is the Earth’s wettest place in terms of annual rainfall in India, the USA or 

Cameroons? 
India 

47 What is the name of the military character in the game of Cluedo? Colonel Mustard 

48 In Greek mythology, what did the Medusa have on her head instead of hair? Snakes  

49 
Your blood group can be described by some combination of the letters A, B or 
O with either a positive or a negative sign, e.g. A positive, B negative. What is 
the most common blood group in Australia? 

O Positive 

50 In which suburb of Melbourne is the Red Cross Blood Bank? South Melbourne 

51 What is Indiana Jones’ pet hate? Snakes 

52 Which common animal about the house has the Scientific name “Mus musculus”? 
House 
mouse 

53 In The Wizard of Oz, in what state of the USA do Dorothy and her relatives live? Kansas 

54 
“Aqua vita”, translated “water of life” was the name used 

in mediaeval texts for what substance? 
Alcohol (ethyl alcohol, ethanol) 

55 How many panels are there in a soccer ball?     (a) 25     (b) 32     (c) 36 (b) 32 

56 
What is the longest English word that does not contain any of the five vowels?  
Hint: it is a seven-letter word. 

rhythms 

57 

Who am I? I was born on the 28th March 1942, in Cheltenham England. My real 
name is Lewis B Hopkin. I was a founder member of a legendary five-piece rock 

band in the early 60’s until drug use lead to my expulsion from the band and early 
death by drowning. 

Brian 

Jones 

58 In which country does the Rhine river reach the sea? The Netherlands 

59 
Jack Lemon starred in Some Like It Hot, The Apartment, Irma La Douce and 
four other movies, all of which had which director? 

Billy Wilder 



60 
If a ten-pin bowler plays a perfect 300 game, how many times does he or she 
actually release the ball? 

12 

61 What kind of animal is a dik-dik? Deer / antelope 

62 
Why did the American Civil war produce an estimated 
100,000 drug addicts?  

Morphine was used freely 

as a pain-killer 

63 What is the name of the river sacred to Hindus? Ganges  

64 Mace is derived from the same plant as which other spice? Nutmeg  

65 What term is used for a racehorse which has not yet won a race? Maiden  

66 If you suffered from narcolepsy, what would you do a lot? Sleep  

67 In which game, normally played indoors would you use a squidger? Tiddly-winks 

68 
In what year did commercial radio broadcasting begin in Australia? 

 (a) 1923         (b) 1925           (c) 1927 
1923 

69 
Which writer based the poem The Ballad of Reading Gaol on his own 

experiences as a prisoner? 
Oscar Wilde 

70 
People who washed clothes in Roman times were called fullers. What liquid 
did they wash the clothes in? 

Urine  

71 
Winston Churchill once accused a parliamentary colleague of “terminal 
inexactitude.” What does this mean in simpler terms? 

He was calling 
him a liar 

72 On average, which planet is further from Earth; Mars or Venus? Mars 

73 How many wives did King Solomon have, according to the Bible: 500, 700 or 900? 700 

74 With which form of mining do you associate the Klondike area of Canada? Gold Mining 

75 
What was the full name of the 60’s pop group headed by Dave 
Dee? 

Dave Dee, Dozy, 
Beaky, Mick and Titch 

76 True or false; A Pope was once killed by a jealous husband True (Pope Octavian 964 AD) 

77 
Who was the court painter who produced most of the surviving portraits of 
Henry VIII, his wives and children? 

Hans Holbein 

78 
Which highly successful female Disney character was invented by 

Australian-born Pamela L Travers? 
Mary Poppins 

79 In chemistry, what is required to neutralize an alkali? An Acid 

80 
In which series of Science Fiction stories do you 
encounter each of the following vehicles?  (a) The 

Tardis (b) The Millenium Falcon ( c) Heart of Gold 

(a) Dr Who 

(b) Star Wars 
(c) The Hitch-Hikers Guide to The 

Galaxy 

81 Caviar originates from which part of which fish species? 

Sturgeon’s eggs or Roe. 

Sturgeon’s ovaries would also be 
a correct answer. 

82 Which organization introduced the slogan: “Where Do You Want to go today”? Microsoft  

83 Which human organ is the subject of most transplant operations in Australia? Kidney  

84 
What do the English words ninth, silver, month and purple 
have in common? 

Nothing (in a standard 
dictionary) rhymes with them 

85 Which country has the largest area of forest; Russia, Brazil or Canada? Russia  

86 Which film director had his first success with Take the Money and Run? 
Woody 

Allen 

87 

The winners of the most and second most ever Summer Olympic 

medals were both from the USSR and both competed in the same 
sport. Which sport? 

Gymnastics  

88 
Which actor starred in From Here to Eternity, Elmer Gantry and The Bird 

Man of Alcatraz? 
Burt 
Lancaster 



89 What three separate colours are combined in a Colour TV picture? Red, green & blue 

90 
In what year was the first office photocopier invented: 1903, 

1923 or 1943? 

(a)  1903 
By George C Beidler 

91 
Which western European country had a king whose reign lasted from 

breakfast to teatime of 2nd August 1830? 

France 

Louis 19th 

92 What is another common name for Tapioca? Sago  

93 Which Hollywood actor’s real name was Roy Scherer Junior? Rock Hudson 

94 Which of King Henry VIII’s wives was known as “The Flanders Mare”? 
Anne of 
Cleves 

95 
In what year did India and Pakistan both gain their independence from 
Britain? 

1947 

96 
A major early Science Fiction novel divided the human race into the 
gentle Eloi and the savage Morlocks. Name the author and the novel. 

H.G. Wells 
The Time 
Machine 

97 Which religious sect holds meetings in Kingdom Halls? Jehova’s Witnesses 

98 

(a) Which of golf’s the four major international tournaments is the 

only one to be played on the same course every year? 
(b) On which course is it played? 

US Masters 

Augusta (Georgia) 

99 

The word carapace means: 

(a) The part of a castle from which the drawbridge is lowered 
(b) The leather wrist guard that an archer wears 
(c)  A shield or armour to protect the back 

Shield or 

armour 
protecting 
the back 

100 
In 1986, the first Brownlow Medal was won by a player in a non-Victorian 

AFL team. Name the team and the player. 

Greg Williams 

Sydney 

 


